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Department of Neuropathology

Muscle Biopsy Request Form

Neuropathology is located in Specialist Histology, Department of Pathology, 3rd Floor, Department of Laboratory Medicine at the Queen Elizabeth University Hospital, 1345 Govan Road, Glasgow, G51 4TF

Notify the laboratory as soon as possible after the procedure is planned as advance preparations are required (external – 0141 354 9530 internal –89530).

Biopsies must arrive in the department between 0900hrs and 1600hrs Mon-Fri.(excluding public holidays).
Surname: ________________ 

Hospital: ________________

Forename: ________________ 

Ward: ________________

Gender:  ___ 
      D.O.B.: ________________     CHI No: ________________ 

Clinician: ________________

Contact No :____________( page/tel)

Previous Bx: ________________ (+where)

BIOPSY SITE: __________________ 
SPECIMEN COLLECTION DATE: ______________ TIME: ______________


INVESTIGATION REQUIRED – MUSCLE PATHOLOGY  

CLINICAL INFORMATION.
Family history: ________________ 

Medication: ________________

On steroids at time of biopsy: 
Yes/ No _____ If so, for how long? : ______

CK: ________________ AutoAb: ________________

EMG: _______________________________________________________________

Imaging: _______________________________________________________________
PROVISIONAL DIAGNOSIS: ___________________________________________  
                           Department of Neuropathology
Muscle Biopsy Request Form
Biopsy Requirements/ Advice on Handling Biopsies

Notify the laboratory as soon as possible after the procedure is planned as advance preparations are required (external – 0141 354 9530 internal –89530).

An optimal sized specimen would be approximately 1x1x0.5 cm
As a minimum we would recommend a specimen totaling 0.3 x 0.3 x 0.5cm. Specimens containing less than this may compromise the range of investigations, which can be offered. 
A muscle biopsy request form must accompany all specimens (local pathology request form if no muscle forms available).

For transportation place the tissue on a piece of smooth card with minimal handling.

To reduce the risk of desiccation the card may be wrapped in aluminum foil.

Place the specimen in an appropriately labeled, sterile specimen container in a specimen bag.

Where transportation may take longer than one hour (i.e. off site location) the specimen container should be transported on ice (NOT DRY ICE.) However, the specimen should be well insulated to prevent direct contact with the ice.
Standard hospital specimen/transport vans should not be used as this may delay specimen delivery.

Specimens should be delivered to:

The Department of Neuropathology

Laboratory Medicine Building

3rd Floor Pathology Department

Queen Elizabeth University Hospital,
1345 Govan Road, Glasgow G51 4TF

*Please ensure that the taxi driver delivers the specimen to the Pathology reception on the third floor of the address above. Direct number for the lab should also be given to the taxi driver 0141 354 9530.
Do not immerse the tissue in fixative, saline or water.
Do not crush the specimen or pin/ suture/ tie the specimen to the card.

Do not allow the specimen container to come into direct contact with the ice.
Do not allow specimens to arrive at neuropathology after 1600h. There is no on-call service and specimens received late/ out of hours cannot be processed.
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