
CRIF Scientific Access Group 

Purpose: To maximise the opportunities and provide support for our researchers in order to increase the level of high quality clinical imaging research for the future health benefits of our population.  
Access for pilot/developmental work will be granted by the group on the premise that the data generated will be used to apply for eligible grant funding whenever possible. Exceptions are developmental work that involves the evaluation of commercial software/coils on behalf of the company. 
All eligibly funded research projects will continue to be processed through R & D.  

Role & Remit: The Scientific Access Group is responsible for reviewing and approving requests for access to the research scanners for pilot and developmental research projects which are not-eligibly funded.  The scanners are:  
· Siemens Prisma 3T MR 
· GE 3T MR
· Siemens Vario 3T MR (BHF)

· Toshiba Aquillion CT

· Siemens Terra 7T MR 
The latter is currently only considered for QA applications falling within the devolved REC approval.
The remit of this group is to:

1) Critically appraise the application

· Ensure that the sample size and the time required on the scanners is appropriate for pilot/developmental work

· Where feasible ensure that costs are appropriate and recovered

· Ensure ethical approval is in place for all studies involving patients or volunteers. For imaging development (protocol optimisation) studies using 3T MRI, the Group will ensure that the study falls within generic REC approving powers awarded to the Group and review and amend the documentation to suit. For image optimisation (QA) studies using 7T MRI, the Group will ensure that the study falls within generic REC approving powers awarded to the Group and review and amend the documentation to suit. 
2) Refer any governance issues relating to the application to the CRIF Working Group who have overall responsibility to ensure appropriate processes are in place to facilitate the conduct of quality research 

3) Review reports of completed projects/developmental work

4) Report to the Joint GU/NHS Operational board on a bi-annual basis on activity and outcomes
Meetings:  The group will meet in person initially with a view to operating on a virtual basis when processes become more established.
Process:  1) Applications 
1) These will be submitted by email to the generic email address SAG@nhs.net  on the standard form (appendix A). Applicants will be given advice as to whether or not their pilot/developmental work is suitable for consideration.  For studies that fall under the delegated REC approving powers (Protocol Optimisation for Advanced 3T and 7T MRI Research), approved patient/volunteer information sheets will be provided for customisation to the specific study and subjects recruited using the Imaging Volunteer Bank.
2) Reviewed by members of the Scientific Access group who have appropriate expertise. A minimum number of 3 reviewers’ responses are required, including 1 lay and I expert advisor. An arbitration process will operate through the CRIF Working Group when there is disagreement. Applications may be 1) approved 2) rejected or 3) invited to re-apply with modifications. Appropriate feedback to researchers will be provided.
3) The outcome of the application will be notified in writing to the researcher 
4) All approved projects will be allocated an R & D number
5) Researchers will be required to complete a report on a standard form detailing the outcome, attainment of objectives and proposed grant applications.
Processes 2) Reporting to GU/NHS GGC operational group

This will occur biannually and will detail 1) number & outcome of projects 2) Project outcomes/deliverables
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Appendix A

CRIF SCIENTIFIC ACCESS GROUP – DEVELOPMENT/PILOT WORK SUBMISSION FORM
EMAIL 2WEEKS PRIOR TO MEETING: < mail box address>
In order to aid the discussion of the proposed development work, this form MUST be completed as fully as possible.

1: Project Specification

Study Title: 
APPLICANT

Name:


Institution:

Position:


E-mail address:

Telephone number:



ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATOR(S)/SUPERVISOR   

(if applicable, add more as required)

Name:


Institution

Email address:

Telephone number


Grant applications that development work will support 
Provide brief details of which projects the development/pilot work will support. Please specify which funder/grant scheme will be targeted:
Study Summary

Provide brief details of the development/pilot work required (no more than 500 words) including background, development need, aims and indicative numbers: 

Please note that numbers and time on the scanner are limited and that the access for pilot/development work is given on the premise that the data will be used to apply for eligible grant funding
2: Resources Required

Which imaging systems and testing resources do you intend to use for this project? 
Tick all as appropriate. 
2.1 Imaging systems
	QUEH
	BHF

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MR: Siemens Prisma 3T 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MR: Siemens Vario 3T

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
MR GE 3T scanner
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 CT: Toshiba Aquillion
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MR: Siemens Terra 7T
	


2.2 Specific imaging requirements
	Equipment
	Check if required

	Audio-visual equipment for fMRI
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Non-standard MRI coils
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Full applications packages for complex imaging in MRI:

Cardiac
Neuro-

Vascular

Flow

Spectroscopy

ASL
MSK
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Work in Progress (WIP) sequences with full applications and technical support from Siemens or GE MRI
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Ergometer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Advanced cardiac software including calcium scoring, vessel view and volume rendering in CT
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Advanced neuro- software including perfusion analysis
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Software for tumour detection and volumetric analysis
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Phantom
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Scan anonymisation and data upload
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



2.3 Staff Resources needed or in place

MR Local Rules do not permit lone working within the MR Environment. Please note that for developmental work involving the MRI an Authorised Person (MR Environment) and an MR Operator are required.
	Staff resource
	Required
	In Research Team
	Is non NRS staff time approved by NHS or UoG?

	Radiographer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Y/N

	Clinical Physicist
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Y/N

	Radiologist
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Y/N

	Medical cover
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Y/N

	Research Nurse
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Y/N


2.4 Other Resources Needed
	Facility
	Check if required

	Clinical Research Facility
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Biorepository Sample storage
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Data storage
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



3: Project Planning

3.1 Details of total scanning and testing requirements for this study

	
	Total number of participants
	Testing Start/End Dates
	Number of sessions per participant
	Scan Duration


	Total hours required
	Estimated hours per month

	MRI


	
	
	
	
	
	

	fMRI


	
	
	
	
	
	

	CT


	
	
	
	
	
	


Does the study have any specific timing requirements?  For example, out of hours / weekend scanning?

3.2 Training 

Please describe any training that you, or the team likely to be working on the project, will need in order to be able to carry out the work.

3.3 Ethics 

Developmental work performed within CRIF will require ethical approval. For healthy volunteer studies University REC approval may suffice depending on the nature of the project. Formal REC approval is required for all studies involving patients and vulnerable subjects. 
3.4 R&D 
CRIF Scientific Access Group approval will constitute R&D approval for your pilot study. An R&D number will be provided.

3.5 Report
For all projects which are approved a formal report is required detailing outcomes and proposed grant applications.

Appendix B CRIF Scientific Access Group 

Information for Researchers
The Scientific Access Group is responsible for reviewing and approving requests for access to the research scanners for pilot and developmental research projects which are not-eligibly funded.  

Access for pilot/developmental work will be granted by the group on the premise that the application is of sufficient scientific merit and that the data generated will be used to apply for eligible grant funding whenever possible. Exceptions are developmental work that involves the evaluation of commercial software/coils on behalf of the company. 

Applications to develop imaging techniques must fall within the delegated REC approving powers of the SAG and use the agreed Patient Information Sheet text and format submitted to ethics. Subjects used for such studies must be recruited from the Imaging Volunteer Bank.

All eligibly funded research projects will continue to be managed through R & D

Which Scanners does this apply to?  

QEUH Siemens Prisma 3T MR; GE 3T MR CT and Toshiba Aquillion CT 
BHF Siemens Vario 3T MR.

The group will only consider QA applications for the 7T MRI scanner

 Process: 1) Please submit the application form to SAG@nhs.net. At all times 2 further members of the research imaging team will have access to this inbox.   Please title the email with either CRIF development/pilot application or CRIF imaging development application. We would advise that you first discuss your proposal with Tracey. 
2) Your application will be assessed by the committee and will either be i) approved ii) rejected or iii) given the option to be resubmitted with changes

You will be informed on the outcome by email.
3) On completion you will be requested to write a report which needs to be submitted on a standardised form 
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