
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily update 
(31 January 2024, 2.40pm) 
 
Topics in this Core Brief: 

• MHRA Safety Alert: Medical beds, trolleys, bed rails, bed grab handles and 
lateral turning devices 

• Referral for organ donation and transplant 
• Online and face-to-face class booking 

 

 
 

Remember, for all your latest news stories, visit our new Staffnet Hub: 
GGC-Staffnet Hub - Home (sharepoint.com) 

  
 
 
 

MHRA Safety Alert: Medical beds, trolleys, bed rails, bed grab handles and 
lateral turning devices 
 
In response to a recent MHRA safety alert, a multi-disciplinary working group has 
been established and an action plan developed to ensure that NHSGGC and all 
associated health and social care partnerships comply with the required actions. 
The executive lead for this work is Professor Angela Wallace, Nurse Director. 
 
The required actions from this alert will impact practice and workload across acute 
and community health and social care services across NHSGGC. 
 
The established working group is progressing guidance, risk assessments and 
operating procedures at pace, to ensure adherence to the requirements of this 
safety alert. Patients in receipt of this equipment will be identified and reassessed 
to ensure the equipment continues to meet individuals’ clinical and care needs. 
Service leads across health and social care teams will need to work adaptively to 
meet these review requirements. 
 
Until this work is complete current equipment risk assessment and documentation 
practice should continue. A public communication will be actioned to encourage the 
return of equipment that is no longer needed. 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscottish.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FGGC-Staffnet&data=05%7C02%7CLyn.Stirling%40ggc.scot.nhs.uk%7Cfc7d4745f96f4442f07908dc2262a4c4%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638423054259309681%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6xi1P8LnCv%2BAsdkDw%2Fny03x740xx9YqUZ8tJi4vXkuk%3D&reserved=0


 

For further information please contact either Margaret Jackson, Team Lead, District 
Nursing on Margaret.Jackson@ggc.scot.nhs.uk or Samantha Flower, Occupational 
Therapy Professional Lead for Partnerships, Samantha.Flower@ggc.scot.nhs.uk.  
 
Click here for more information. 
 
Referral for organ donation and transplant 
  
It is important that all patients likely to benefit from a transplant are offered the 
opportunity and we would encourage all clinical staff to identify and discuss 
transplantation with any patient who may be eligible for and likely to benefit from a 
transplant. 
  
Receiving a transplant can make an enormous difference to people’s lives and we 
need to increase organ, tissue donation and transplants to enable more people 
who desperately need a transplant to access one.   
  
When appropriate, we need clinical staff to remember the importance of timely 
referral for consideration of transplantation and to speak to patients with end-stage 
organ disease.  We know this is a difficult conversation to have, and thank clinical 
staff who care for patients with end-stage organ disease for talking to them and 
referring them on. 
  
The new opt-out system means that most adults will be considered to be a potential 
donor, unless they opted out of donating, however, if family and friends say no then 
no donation will take place, so patients need to be aware they should discuss 
donation wishes with family or friends, so their decision can be respected when 
they die. 
  
Transplant referral data and transplantation rates for NHSGGC are presented in 
the table below with the range for Scotland also indicated for comparison. 
  
Adult Referral and Transplantation Rates, per 100,000 total population for 
NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde and Scottish Average, 2017-2022 
  
Organ Referral 

rate 
(NHSGGC) 

Referral 
rate 
(Scotland) 

Transplantation 
rate (NHSGGC) 

Transplantation 
rate (Scotland) 

Kidney 62.1 46.6 29.5 22.5 
Liver 20.6 14.8 9.0 7.5 
Lung 7.9 6.0 0.9 0.9 
Heart 13.4 9.4 1.9 1.6 
Pancreas 3.7 3.2 1.0 1.3 
Islets 1.9 1.8 1.0 0.9 

  

mailto:Margaret.Jackson@ggc.scot.nhs.uk
mailto:Samantha.Flower@ggc.scot.nhs.uk
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fdrug-device-alerts%2Fnational-patient-safety-alert-medical-beds-trolleys-bed-rails-bed-grab-handles-and-lateral-turning-devices-risk-of-death-from-entrapment-or-falls-natpsa-slash-2023-slash-010-slash-mhra&data=05%7C02%7CLyn.Stirling%40ggc.scot.nhs.uk%7Cfc7d4745f96f4442f07908dc2262a4c4%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638423054259322657%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W4Az9mrtQvoZ2r808lm5tClNDlO48hgaVLpkf4Urxm8%3D&reserved=0


 

If you have any queries on how to refer a patient and what criteria needs to be met 
for transplantation, please contact the relevant transplant unit team. Details below: 
  
Glasgow Transplant Unit 

• Adult Kidney Transplants 
  

Contact: Mr John Asher - john.asher@ggc.scot.nhs.uk  
  
Golden Jubilee National Hospital, Glasgow 

• Heart Transplants 
  

Contact: Dr Jonathan Dalzell - jonathan.dalzell@gjnh.scot.nhs.uk 
  
Edinburgh Transplant Unit 

• Kidney Transplant 
• Pancreas Transplant 
• Liver Transplant 
• Islet cell Transplant 
• Simultaneous Pancreas-kidney Transplant 
• Simultaneous Islet-kidney Transplant 

  
Contact: Mr John Casey - j.casey@ed.ac.uk  
  
Freeman Hospital, Newcastle 

• Lung Transplants 
  

Contact: Dr Gerard Meachery - g.meachery@nhs.net 
 
Active Staff: Online and face-to-face class  
booking 
 
If you are planning to attend one of the Active  
Staff weekly classes please remember you must register using Active Staff online 
booking system first. 
 
Some of our classes have been withdrawn recently due to low registration numbers 
so you may turn up and find the class has been cancelled or no longer running.  
 
There is also a health and safety implication for classes that are face-to-face and 
particularly those indoors due to restricted numbers. Please do not turn up for an 
indoor class without booking. 
 
It’s really important that we gather accurate participant numbers as well as 
demographic information when reporting back to our funders.  This also helps us to 
see who may be missing out and will inform our future planning so please use the 
online registration system, it’s very important.  

mailto:john.asher@ggc.scot.nhs.uk
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To book your session(s) please use the link below which will take you to the Active 
Staff webpage where you will find the registration form or scan the QR code. 
 
Active Staff - NHSGGC      
 

 
Thanks for your co-operation and enjoy your class! 
 
Please remember to print this information off for staff who do not have regular 
access to laptops/PCs. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
***Staff are reminded to make sure their personal contact details are up to date on eESS.*** 

 

 

 
 
 

 
It is important to share Core Brief with colleagues who do not  

have access to a computer.  
A full archive of printable PDFs are available on  website 

   
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhsggc.scot%2Fstaff-recruitment%2Fstaff-resources%2Factive-staff%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLyn.Stirling%40ggc.scot.nhs.uk%7Cfc7d4745f96f4442f07908dc2262a4c4%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638423054259331185%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ScyhlI9YD5OHw5EF6z3qpFSCE%2B2lw%2BaGvxwT8kTqzDI%3D&reserved=0
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https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhsggc.scot%2Fstaff-recruitment%2Fstaff-communications%2Fcore-brief%2F&data=05%7C01%7CMargaret.Brodie%40ggc.scot.nhs.uk%7Ccc27844b2862433f6e4d08db68e862ff%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638219119531685552%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=miRHxlnmAz6n3RkcXcocQlcSRQMF%2Fw4Hy%2FeyJ8fmbCo%3D&reserved=0

